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The paper is devoted to the history of the four old believers’ re-
ligious groups of the South Vyatka: filippovtsy (divided in the XIX 
century into maxinertsy and shihalevtsy), fedoseevtsy and Pomo-
rians. The author’s aim is to reconstruct the story of four families 
basing on the field notes, family synodiks, internet sources, etc. Ge-
nealogies provided in the application contain important information 
on the social and religious history of the region. They clearly depict 
the gender and age composition of the ethno-confessional communi-
ties for certain period, and demonstrate the mechanism of spiritual 
leadership transfer, the impact of important historical events on the 
lives of specific families, and communities. In addition, the obtained 
genealogies have a special epistemological value. In particular, in the 
future they may be used as the «key» identifying local religious figures 
whose names can be discovered in the newly found historical texts.

Восстановление генеалогии семей как один из методов 
изучения социальной истории периодически применяется 
в историографии, однако достаточно редко. Одним 
из успешных опытов в дореволюционной литературе сле-
дует назвать работу Л.М. Савелова1, посвященную русскому 

1  Савелов Л. М. Родословные записи. (Опыт родословного словаря 
русского древнего дворянства) / Историко-родословное о-во в Москве. 
Вып. 1-3. СПб., 1906—1909.
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