
Ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêèå Èññëåäîâàíèÿ 
Researches in Religious Studies 



ÓÄÊ 215+291
ÁÁÊ  86.2
         Ð36

Ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêèå èññëåäîâàíèÿ = Researches in Religious Studies. 2009: 
¹ 1-2. — Ì.: Èçäàòåëü Âîðîáüåâ À.Â., 2009. — 192 ñ.
[Ñåðèÿ èçäàòåëüñêèõ ïðîåêòîâ Scindex]

ISBN 978-5-93883-092-9

Ðåäàêöèîííàÿ êîëëåãèÿ: 
Æàííà Àëôèìîâà, Êñåíèÿ Êîëêóíîâà, Ïàâåë Êîñòûëåâ (ãëàâíûé ðåäàêòîð), 

Íèêîëàé Êóçüìèí, Èâàí Ìèðîøíèêîâ, Àëåêñåé Ðàõìàíèí, Ðîìàí Ñàôðîíîâ, 
Åëåíà Ñåðãååâà.

Editorial board:
Ioanna Alfimova, Kseniya Kolkunova, Pavel Kostylev (editor-in-chief), Nikolay 

Kuzmin, Ivan Miroshnikov, Alexey Rakhmanin, Roman Safronov, Elena Sergeeva.

Ìíåíèå àâòîðîâ ìîæåò íå ñîâïàäàòü 
ñ ìíåíèåì ðåäàêöèîííîé êîëëåãèè

Ðåäàêöèîííàÿ êîëëåãèÿ áëàãîäàðèò Êóðòà Ðóäîëüôà (Óíèâåðñèòåò Ìàðáóð-
ãà), Äæîíàòàíà Ñîÿðñà (Óíèâåðñèòåò ×èêàãî), Êèðèëëà Ñåðãååâè÷à Êàñâèíîâà, 
èçäàòåëüñòâî Walter de Gruyter, ëþáåçíî ïðåäîñòàâèâøåå ïðàâî íà ïóáëèêàöèþ 
ïåðåâîäîâ ðàáîò Ï. Àíòåñà è Ð. Óîðí, è Cåðèþ èçäàòåëüñêèõ ïðîåêòîâ Scindex, 
áëàãîäàðÿ êîòîðîé íàñòîÿùàÿ ïóáëèêàöèÿ îêàçàëàñü âîçìîæíîé.

The editorial board is grateful to Prof. Kurt Rudolph (University of Marburg), 
Jonathan E. Soyars (University of Chicago), and Kirill S. Kasvinov for their assistance, 
the publishing house of Walter de Gruyter for the permission to publish the translations 
of the articles by Peter Antes and Randi R. Warne, and the Scindex series of editorial 
projects for making this publication possible.

ÓÄÊ 215+291
ÁÁÊ 86.2

ISBN 978-5-93883-092-9

Ð36

© Ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêèå èññëåäîâàíèÿ, 2009.
© Êîëëåêòèâ àâòîðîâ, 2006-2009.



ÎÃËÀÂËÅÍÈÅ

ÏÐÅÄÈÑËÎÂÈÅ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

ÒÅÌÀ ÍÎÌÅÐÀ:  Ñîâðåìåííîå ðåëèãèîâåäåíèå

Ðàõìàíèí À.Þ. Ê ìåòàòåîðèè ðåëèãèîâåäåíèÿ: êîíöåïòóàëüíûé 
êàðêàñ è ïðîáëåìà íîðìàòèâíîãî êðèòåðèÿ íàóêè. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Ñàôðîíîâ Ð.Î. Ñîâðåìåííûå ñîöèîëîãè÷åñêèå òåîðèè ðåëèãèè 
â ÑØÀ è Åâðîïå . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

×åëîâåíêî Ò.Ã. Çíàíèå è âåðà: àêòóàëèçàöèÿ ôåíîìåíîëîãè÷åñêèõ 
èññëåäîâàíèé â óñëîâèÿõ ïîñòíåêëàññè÷åñêîé ðàöèîíàëüíîñòè. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Àíòåñ Ï. Îáçîð íîâûõ ïîäõîäîâ â åâðîïåéñêîì ðåëèãèîâåäåíèè. . . . . . . . . . 53

Óîðí Ð. Íîâûå ïîäõîäû â ñåâåðîàìåðèêàíñêîì ðåëèãèîâåäåíèè. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

ÏÎÐÒÐÅÒ Ó×ÅÍÎÃÎ:  Êóðò Ðóäîëüô

Ìèðîøíèêîâ È.Þ. Êóðò Ðóäîëüô: Áèîáèáëèîãðàôè÷åñêàÿ ñïðàâêà. . . . . . . . . . . 91

Ðóäîëüô Ê. Ëåéïöèã è ðåëèãèîâåäåíèå  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Ðóäîëüô Ê. Coptica-Mandaica: Î íåêîòîðûõ ñîîòâåòñòâèÿõ â êîïò-
ñêèõ ãíîñòè÷åñêèõ è ìàíäåéñêèõ òåêñòàõ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

ÍÀÓ×ÍÀß ÆÈÇÍÜ:  Òðóäû

Êóçüìèí Í.Ñ. Ðåëèãèîçíàÿ ãëîáàëèçàöèÿ êàê ôèëîñîôñêàÿ ïðîáëåìà. . . . . . . . . 125

Ìèðîøíèêîâ È.Þ. Èóäåî-õðèñòèàíñêèå åâàíãåëèÿ: àíòðîïîëîãèÿ è 
õðèñòîëîãèÿ. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

Êîíôåðåíöèè

Ñàëòàíîâ Ñ.Ñ. Îáçîð Êðóãëîãî ñòîëà «Æåðòâîïðèíîøåíèå â ðåëè-
ãèÿõ ìèðà» . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Òðîôèìîâà Ê.Ï. Ïîíÿòèå «òðàòû» è åãî ìåñòî â ñèñòåìå æåðòâîïðè-
íîøåíèÿ. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152

Ðåöåíçèè

Áðåíäëå Ð. Èîàíí Çëàòîóñò (Ìàêñóòîâ È.Õ.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156

Âîëüô Ì.Í. Ðàííÿÿ ãðå÷åñêàÿ ôèëîñîôèÿ è äðåâíèé Èðàí (Êðóï-
íèê È.Ë.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157

Ãàððè È.Ð. Äçîã÷åí è ×àíü â áóääèéñêîé òðàäèöèè Òèáåòà (Äìèò-
ðèåâ Ñ.Â.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Êðþêîâà Â.Þ. Çîðîàñòðèçì (Êðóïíèê È.Ë.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Ðåëèãèîçíûå ïðàêòèêè â ñîâðåìåííîé Ðîññèè (Ñîêîëîâà À.Ä.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Ñûðòûïîâà Ñ.-Õ. Êóëüò áîãèíè-õðàíèòåëüíèöû Áàëäàí Ëõàìî â òè-
áåòñêîì áóääèçìå (Îðåíáóðã Ì.Þ.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167



×åëîâåíêî Ò.Ã. Àêòóàëüíûå ïðîáëåìû ôåíîìåíîëîãè÷åñêîãî àíàëè-
çà ðåëèãèîçíûõ ÿâëåíèé (Êîëêóíîâà Ê.À.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

Øàéä Äæ. Ðåëèãèÿ ðèìëÿí (Îñèïîâà Î.Â.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170

Ýâàíñ-Ïðèò÷àðä Ý. Èñòîðèÿ àíòðîïîëîãè÷åñêîé ìûñëè (Ñàôðîíîâ Ð.Î.)  . . . . . . 173

Ýâàíñ-Ïðèò÷àðä Ý. Òåîðèè ïðèìèòèâíîé ðåëèãèè (Ñàôðîíîâ Ð.Î.) . . . . . . . . . 174

Armstrong Ê. Islam: A Short History (Áàáêîâà Ì.Â.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Dawkins R. The God Delusion (Êîëêóíîâà Ê.À.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

Äèñêóññèÿ

Ô¸äîðîâ À.À. «Èñòîðèÿ Ìåíÿ» (Âàðõîòîâ Ò.À.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180

Îòâåò íà ðåöåíçèþ (Ô¸äîðîâ À.À.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

ÀÂÒÎÐÛ ÍÎÌÅÐÀ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189



CONTENTS

FOREWORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

THE THEME OF THE ISSUE:  Comtemporary Religious Studies

Alexey Y. Rakhmanin. Towards a Meta-theory of Religious Studies: 
The Theoretical Framework and the Problem of the Normative Crite-
rion of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Roman O. Safronov. Contemporary Sociological Theories of Religion 
in the US and Europe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Tatiana G. Chelovenko. Knowledge and Belief: The Revival of Phenom-
enological Studies in the Context of Post-nonclassical Rationality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Peter Antes. A Survey of New Approaches to the Study of Religion in Europe. . . . . . . . . . 53

Randi R. Warne. New Approaches to the Study of Religion in North America  . . . . . . . . . 67

PORTRAIT OF A SCHOLAR:  Kurt Rudolph

Ivan Y. Miroshnikov. Kurt Rudolph: Biographical and Bibliographical Note  . . . . . . . . . 91

Kurt Rudolph. Leipzig und die Religionswissenschaft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Kurt Rudolph. Coptica-Mandaica: Zu einigen Übereinstimmungen zwischen 
koptisch-gnostischen und mandäischen Texten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

ACADEMIC LIFE:  Works

Nikolay S. Kuzmin. Religious Globalization as a Philosophical Problem. . . . . . . . . 125

Ivan Y. Miroshnikov. Jewish Christian Gospels, Their Anthropology and 
Christology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

Conferences

Sergey S. Saltanov. A Review of the Round-Table The Phenomenon of Sa-
crifice in World Religions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Kseniya P. Trofimova. Notion of “Expense” and Its Place in the Sacrificial 
System  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152

Reviews

Rudolf Brändle. Johannes Chrysostomus: Bischof — Reformer — Mär-
tyrer (Ivar Kh. Maksutov)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156

Marina N. Volf. Early Greek Philosophy and Ancient Iran (Igor L. Krupnik) . . . . . . . . 157

Irina R. Garri. Dzorchen and Ch’an in the Buddhist Tradition of Tibet 
(Sergey V. Dmitriyev) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Vikroriya Y. Kryukova. Zoroastrianism (Igor L. Krupnik)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Religious Practices in Contemporary Russia (Anna D. Sokolova). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Surun-Khanda D. Syrtypova. Cult of Guardian Goddess Palden Lhamo 
in Tibetan Buddhism (Mikhail Y. Orenburg)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167



Tatiana G. Chelovenko. The Up-to-date Problems of the Phenomenologi-
cal Analysis of Religious Phenomena (Kseniya A. Kolkunova)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

John Scheid. La religion des Romains (Olga V. Osipova) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170

Edward Evans-Pritchard. A History of Anthropological Thought (Roman 
O. Safronov)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

Edward Evans-Pritchard. Theories of Primitive Religion (Roman O. Safronov) . . . . 174

Karen Armstrong. Islam: A Short History (Maya V. Babkova) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Richard Dawkins. The God Delusion (Kseniya A. Kolkunova)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

Discussion

Taras A. Varkhotov. A Review of The History of Me by Aleksandr A. Fyodorov  . . . . . 180

Aleksandr A. Fyodorov. A Response  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189



3

ÏÐÅÄÈÑËÎÂÈÅ

Ñåãîäíÿ ïåðåä ðîññèéñêèì ðåëèãèîâåäåíèåì ñòîèò ðÿä íåïðîñòûõ çàäà÷. Èí-
òåãðàöèÿ ñ ìèðîâîé íàóêîé íåâîçìîæíà áåç çíàêîìñòâà ñ äîñòèæåíèÿìè âåäó-
ùèõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé ðåëèãèè çà ïðåäåëàìè Ðîññèè, ïîýòîìó ãëàâíàÿ çàäà÷à íà-
ñòîÿùåãî èçäàíèÿ — ïðåîäîëåíèå ïðîïàñòè ìåæäó ðîññèéñêèì è çàðóáåæíûì 
ðåëèãèîâåäåíèåì. Ïî ýòîé ïðè÷èíå îäèí èç âàæíåéøèõ ðàçäåëîâ æóðíàëà íàöå-
ëåí íà ïóáëèêàöèþ ïåðåâîäîâ íàèáîëåå òåîðåòè÷åñêè çíà÷èìûõ ðàáîò ñîâðåìåí-
íûõ çàïàäíûõ ñïåöèàëèñòîâ â îáëàñòè èçó÷åíèÿ ðåëèãèè.

Â ñîâðåìåííîì ðåëèãèîâåäåíèè âñå áîëüøåå çíà÷åíèå ïðèîáðåòàþò ìåòîäî-
ëîãè÷åñêèå è ìåòàòåîðåòè÷åñêèå âîïðîñû. Â îòëè÷èå îò ïåðèîäà ýêñòåíñèâíîãî 
ðàçâèòèÿ ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêîãî çíàíèÿ, ñåãîäíÿ èíòåðåñ ó÷åíûõ âñå ÷àùå îáðà-
ùàåòñÿ ê ïðîáëåìàì îïðåäåëåíèÿ ðåëèãèè, ïîíèìàíèÿ ðîëè èññëåäîâàòåëüñêèõ 
óñòàíîâîê â äåÿòåëüíîñòè ðåëèãèîâåäà, ïîñòðîåíèþ ïîäëèííî íàó÷íîãî ÿçûêà 
ðåëèãèîâåäåíèÿ. Íàóêó ìîæíî íàçâàòü çðåëîé òîëüêî òîãäà, êîãäà îíà çàäóìû-
âàåòñÿ î ñîáñòâåííûõ îñíîâàíèÿõ è ñîáñòâåííîé èñòîðèè. Èìåííî ïîýòîìó «Ðå-
ëèãèîâåä÷åñêèå èññëåäîâàíèÿ» — ýòî íå ñòîëüêî èññëåäîâàíèå ðåëèãèè, ñêîëüêî 
èññëåäîâàíèå ñàìîãî ðåëèãèîâåäåíèÿ.

Ñîâðåìåííàÿ ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêàÿ ïåðèîäèêà, êàê çàðóáåæíàÿ, òàê è ðîññèéñ-
êàÿ, îáû÷íî ïðåäñòàâëåíà ëèáî èçäàíèÿìè «øèðîêîãî ïðîôèëÿ», ëèáî èçäàíè-
ÿìè ñ àïðèîðíî çàäàííîé ïðåäìåòíîé îáëàñòüþ. Ìû ïîïûòàëèñü íàéòè ñðåäèí-
íûé ïóòü: íàø æóðíàë îðãàíèçîâàí òåìàòè÷åñêè, íî îò íîìåðà ê íîìåðó åãî òåìà 
áóäåò ìåíÿòüñÿ. Ýòî ïîçâîëèò, ñ îäíîé ñòîðîíû, çàäàòü ãëóáèíó ðàññìîòðåíèÿ 
îïðåäåëåííîãî ñïåêòðà ïðîáëåì, à ñ äðóãîé — ðàñêðûòü èäåéíîå ìíîãîîáðàçèå 
ìèðîâîãî ðåëèãèîâåäåíèÿ, ïîäâåðãàÿ àíàëèçó âñå íîâûå è íîâûå ñþæåòû.

Òåìà ïåðâîãî íîìåðà — ñîâðåìåííîå ðåëèãèîâåäåíèå. Òàêîé âûáîð ïðåä-
ñòàâëÿåòñÿ âïîëíå îïðàâäàííûì â êîíòåêñòå çàäà÷ æóðíàëà; çäåñü ìû ïðåäëàãàåì 
îïðåäåëåííûé, ïóñòü è, áåçóñëîâíî, íå âïîëíå çàâåðøåííûé íàáðîñîê ñîâðåìåí-
íîãî ñîñòîÿíèÿ íàóêè î ðåëèãèè. Äëÿ ïåðâîãî íîìåðà ìû îòîáðàëè òðè òåîðåòè-
÷åñêèå ñòàòüè ðîññèéñêèõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé, ïîñâÿùåííûå ìåòàòåîðèè ðåëèãèîâå-
äåíèÿ (À.Þ. Ðàõìàíèí), ñîöèîëîãè÷åñêèì òåîðèÿì ðåëèãèè (Ð.Î. Ñàôðîíîâ) è 
àêòóàëüíûì ïðîáëåìàì ôèëîñîôñêîé ôåíîìåíîëîãèè ðåëèãèè (Ò.Ã. ×åëîâåíêî). 
Èç ðàáîò çàïàäíûõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé ìû âûáðàëè äâå íàèáîëåå èíòåðåñíûå ñòàòüè, 
îïóáëèêîâàííûå â äâóõòîìíèêå «Íîâûå ïîäõîäû â ðåëèãèîâåäåíèè»: ýòî ñòàòüè 
î ðåëèãèîâåäåíèè â Ñåâåðíîé Àìåðèêå (Ð. Óîðí) è Åâðîïå (Ï. Àíòåñ). Ê ðóáðèêå 
«Òåìà íîìåðà» ïðèìûêàåò ðàçäåë «Ïîðòðåò ó÷åíîãî», â êîòîðîì ìû ïëàíèðóåì 
ïóáëèêîâàòü ìàòåðèàëû î ñîâðåìåííûõ èññëåäîâàòåëÿõ ðåëèãèè, ðàáîòû êîòîðûõ 
óæå ïðèçíàíû êëàññè÷åñêèìè. Â ïåðâîì íîìåðå ýòîò ðàçäåë ïîñâÿùåí Ê. Ðóäîëü-
ôó. Êðîìå òîãî, ìû ñî÷ëè íåîáõîäèìûì âêëþ÷èòü â æóðíàë ðóáðèêó «Íàó÷íàÿ 
æèçíü», ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþùóþ î ñîáûòèÿõ è òåíäåíöèÿõ â æèçíè ñîâðåìåííîãî 
ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêîãî ñîîáùåñòâà. Â ïåðâîì íîìåðå ðóáðèêà ñîäåðæèò ñëåäóþùèå 
ïîäðàçäåëû: «Òðóäû», «Êîíôåðåíöèè», «Ðåöåíçèè» è «Äèñêóññèÿ».

Ìû ïðèãëàøàåì ðîññèéñêèõ è çàðóáåæíûõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé ðåëèãèè ïðèíÿòü 
àêòèâíîå ó÷àñòèå â ðàáîòå «Ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêèõ èññëåäîâàíèé». Âòîðîé íîìåð íà-
øåãî æóðíàëà ìû íàìåðåíû ïîñâÿòèòü äâóì áëèçêèì è âçàèìîñâÿçàííûì òå-
ìàì. Ïåðâàÿ èç íèõ — «Òåîðåòè÷åñêèå ïðîáëåìû èñòîðèè ðåëèãèè» — çàòðîíåò 
òðóäíûå âîïðîñû òåîðèè è ìåòîäîëîãèè èñòîðèè ðåëèãèè êàê ðåëèãèîâåä÷åñêîé 
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äèñöèïëèíû, à òàêæå ïðîáëåìàòèêó èçó÷åíèÿ êîíêðåòíûõ ðåëèãèîçíûõ òðàäè-
öèé. Íàçâàíèå âòîðîé òåìû — «Íåèçâåñòíûå ñòðàíèöû èñòîðèè ðåëèãèé» — 
îðèåíòèðîâàíî íà èññëåäîâàíèÿ, ïðîëèâàþùèå ñâåò íà «áåëûå ïÿòíà» â èñòîðèè 
ðàçëè÷íûõ ðåëèãèé. Èíà÷å ãîâîðÿ, íàñ èíòåðåñóþò êàê íîâûå ìåòîäû â èñòîðèè 
ðåëèãèè, òàê è íîâûå çíàíèÿ, êîòîðûå ýòè ìåòîäû ïðîäóöèðóþò â ðåçóëüòàòå 
êðèòè÷åñêîãî ïåðåñìîòðà îñíîâàíèé òðàäèöèîííî-èñòîðè÷åñêîãî èçó÷åíèÿ ðå-
ëèãèé ìèðà.

Ðåäàêöèîííàÿ êîëëåãèÿ
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FOREWORD

Students of religion in present-day Russia are obliged to solve a number of difficult 
problems. Among these problems, the isolation of the majority of Russian research-
ers from their colleagues in other countries seems to be most pressing. Thus the main 
task of Researches in Religious Studies is to bridge the gap between Russian and foreign 
scholars. It is evident that this goal can be attained only by means of serious engage-
ment with the achievements of the world’s leading students and scholars of religion. 
For this reason, a significant section of the journal consists of Russian translations of 
the most valuable, challenging and up-to-date investigations made by contemporary 
Western scholars.

Since the middle of the twentieth century, the importance of methodological and 
meta-theoretical questions in the field of Religious Studies has been increasing. In con-
trast to scholars of the classical period of Religious Studies, modern scholars are deeply 
concerned with the problems inherent in the definition of “religion”, the significance of 
the student of religion’s presuppositions and unchallenged assumptions, and the pos-
sibility of the elaboration of the genuinely scientific language of Religious Studies. The 
maturity of a scholarly discipline begins when questions of its foundations and its his-
tory are raised. Thus Researches in Religious Studies focuses on the study of religion 
rather than on religion itself.

The majority of academic journals on Religious Studies (in Russia as well as abroad) 
are either widely ranging periodicals or periodicals with a strictly specified subject field. 
The editorial board of Researches in Religious Studies tries to find a middle way. Each 
issue has its special theme, and the theme changes from one issue to another. On the 
one hand, this principle provides a means to consider a number of the most important 
problems with a certain scrutiny and profundity. On the other hand, it gives a reader the 
possibility to survey a wide variety of academic traditions in contemporary Religious 
Studies.

The theme of the first issue of Researches in Religious Studies is “Contemporary 
Religious Studies”. (This choice seems to be reasonable if the tasks of the journal are 
taken into account.) Thus, in the section called “The Theme of the Issue” we propose 
a distinct, although not complete sketch of the modern state of Religious Studies. For 
the first issue we have chosen three articles by Russian scholars on the meta-theory of 
Religious Studies (Alexey Y. Rakhmanin), sociological theories of religion (Roman O. 
Safronov) and up-to-date problems of philosophical phenomenology of religion (Ta-
tiana G. Chelovenko). Works by Western scholars are represented by very interesting 
articles from New Approaches to the Study of Religion, namely works on Religious Studies 
in North America (Randi Warne) and Europe (Peter Antes). The section “Portrait of a 
Scholar” is closely connected with the first section. We plan to publish here some mate-
rials about contemporary scholars of religion whose works are considered to be classic. 
Kurt Rudolph is a scholar we chose for the first issue. In addition, there is an impor-
tant section entitled “Academic Life” that explains current developments and tendencies 
within the Religious Studies community. In the first issue this section is divided into 
four subsections: “Works”, “Conferences”, “Book Reviews”, and “Discussion”.

Both Russian and foreign researchers of religion are welcomed to take an active part 
in the work of Researches in Religious Studies.
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The second issue of the journal will focus on two similar and interrelated themes. 
The first theme will be “Theoretical Problems of the History of Religions”. It will deal 
with complicated questions of theory and methodology of the History of Religions ap-
proach and a range of problems connected with the study of certain religious traditions. 
The second theme will be “Unknown Pages of the History of Religions”. It will concern 
the studies of the “blank spots” in the history of different religions. In other words, we 
are interested both in new methods in the History of Religions and new knowledge 
which is derived from the use of those methods on the basis of critical revision of the 
foundations of traditional historic study of world religions.

The Editorial Board
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